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Outdoor Summer Day Trips for Families on Lands Preserved by the Orange County Land Trust

Middletown, NY (OCLT):  It’s only the beginning of summer, but if the kids have already complained there’s nothing to do, consider one of these fun outdoor- and free- activities right here in Orange County!

Spend a day in the outdoors on lands preserved for the public by the Orange County Land Trust.  The Land Trust owns and manages nine nature preserves that are open to the public free of charge, every day of the year for hiking, birding and nature study.  Each preserve has its own unique characteristics and variety of natural habitat.  Land Trust conservationists and educators have put together three local day trips perfect for young explorers and their families. 
Hunter Farm Preserve, Town of Wawayanda.  This 60 acre preserve is home to The Tadpole Trail, Orange County Land Trust’s hands-on outdoor learning area featuring seven learning stations along a self-guided exploratory nature trail that is perfect for children ages 3-13.  At Hunter Farm Preserve there is an abundance of wildlife including ponds with beaver, heron, wood ducks, turtles, frogs and dragonflies.  The meadows at Hunter Farm are home to numerous bird species and over 28 documented species of butterfly.  In fact, one of the largest concentrations of butterflies in the eastern United States is found at Hunter Farm Preserve! The entire family will enjoy walking along the ¾ mile trail with 7 activity stations that focus on the preserves natural habitat and seasonal indicators of wildlife and plant life. For directions to the preserve, visit www.oclt.org/mhunter.htm .  A downloadable audio version of The Tadpole Trail is found on our homepage, www.oclt.org.
Moonbeams Preserve, Town of Wallkill.  Follow clues that lead to the Land Trust’s hidden letterbox on our Letterboxing Quest at Moonbeams Preserve.  Moonbeams Preserve is a 150-acre nature preserve at the base of the Shawangunk Ridge and along the Shawangunk Kill. Letterboxing is an ideal family activity for people of all ages and requires only a passport style notebook, a stamp and ink pad of your choice, and an enthusiasm for an outdoor treasure hunt!  With a printed copy of “Walking on the Moon 1” available at www.atlasquest.com, participants follow clues that lead them through the preserve, stopping at points along the trail that highlight a variety of the preserves natural characteristics and wildlife habitat.  The quest ends at the site of our hidden letterbox, where inside are a notebook, ink pad and handcrafted stamp unique to Moonbeams Preserve.  Participants stamp the OCLT notebook with their stamp, and stamp their own notebook with the Moonbeams stamp.  Letterboxing quests have been placed by individuals and organizations at natural areas, historic sites and parks across the country.  People who letterbox often have notebooks full of stamps from their travels, as well as memories of a day spent outdoors with friends and family.  Directions to Moonbeams Preserve are found at www.oclt.org/mmoonbeam.htm.
Fuller Mountain Preserve, Town of Warwick.  Follow the marked trail south along a small stream for an enchanting 3/4 mile hike to Fuller’s Brook, a favorite with kids for stream bed exploring and stone hopping! This 255-acre preserve is located off Bowen Road in the Town of Warwick.  A kiosk holds information about the diverse flora and fauna found on the mountain. The preserve is home to several unusual plants, many species of mammals including black bear and the long tailed weasel, an abundance of bird life, and of course, the frogs, toads and salamanders who live in and around Fuller’s Brook. Directions and more information can be found at www.oclt.org/mfuller.htm.
The Orange County Land Trust is a nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving the fields, forests, wetlands, ridgelines and river corridors in and around Orange County through voluntary conservation for the benefit of people.  To date, the land trust has preserved more than 3,500 acres of land, including ten working farms in the county. For more information, volunteer opportunities and ways of giving the Orange County Land Trust, visit our website at www.oclt.org or call (845) 343-0840.

