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Orange County Land Trust to Hold Slippery, Slimy Salamander Exploration

at Fuller Mountain Nature Preserve, Warwick

Optional Book Purchase and Signing by Laurel Dodge, author of 
Nature Study for the Whole Family
Middletown, NY (OCLT): The Orange County Land Trust will hold its very popular family friendly outing Slippery, Slimy Salamander Exploration on Sunday, April 3 beginning at 1 pm at Fuller Mountain Nature Preserve off Bowen Road in Warwick.

Join outdoor educator and noted local naturalist Laurel Dodge for this hands-on discovery experience, beginning with an easy ¾ mile hike along a trail that leads to Fuller’s Brook.  There, participants will learn about the habits and habitats of these hard to find creatures that live in and around the brook. Participants should wear mud boots and prepare to get a little wet! In addition, copies of Laurel's newly published book Nature Study for the Whole Family will be available that day for optional purchase ($15) and signing. Nature Study for the Whole Family promotes a return to nature study as a first-choice activity for family fun and learning and emphasizes how nature study can bring families closer, create special family memories, and encourage personal growth. Laurel is also the co-founder of The Nature Strollers, a club for families that enjoy learning about nature and exploring outdoors.
Stretching along a ravine from Black Rock Road to the New Jersey border, Fuller Mountain Preserve is host to a variety of wildlife and its 297-acres will remain forever pristine under Land Trust ownership and management.   In addition to salamanders, the wetlands are full of frogs and toads and the woods are home to numerous species of mammals including the long-tailed weasel and the black bear.  It is also home to an abundance of bird life.  The preserve is open to the public every day of the year, from dawn to dusk, for passive recreation such as hiking, photography and nature study. Trail maps and information are posted at the trail head kiosk on Bowen Road.
Registration is appreciated for this event by e-mailing inf@oclt.org or calling (845) 343-0840, x12.  A suggested donation of $5 per person, or $10 per family, is greatly appreciated with all donations going towards land protection and conservation in Orange County.  For directions, visit www.oclt.org/mfuller.htm and for more information, please do not hesitate to contact us at (845) 343-0840, x12.

In case of inclement or questionable weather, cancellation and rescheduling information will be recorded the morning of the event at (845) 343-0840, x12.
The Orange County Land Trust is the only county-wide land trust and to date has helped protect nearly 4,000 acres of land and working farms.  Working with landowners, the Land Trust’s area of expertise is preserving land through the placement of conservation easements, working with individual property owners and municipalities to secure funding for the purchase of development rights (PDR’s), accepting donations of land, and purchasing land for public access.  The Land Trust owns and manages ten nature preserves in Orange County, seven which are open to the public, free of charge, for hiking birding and other forms of passive recreation.  The Land Trust also works closely with Orange County Planning Office to plan and implement open space initiatives, and spearheaded the formation of the Orange County Open Space Alliance (OCOSA), an alliance of 20 area conservation organizations dedicated to preserving the county’s rural and agricultural heritage.

For more information, and for volunteer opportunities and ways of giving to the Orange County Land Trust, visit www.oclt.org or call (845) 343-0840.  Become a fan of the Orange County Land Trust on Facebook and receive current news and events.

