










As we embark upon our 
2008 year end appeal, I am
reminded of all that we have
accomplished this past year
at the Land Trust, and all that
is left for us to accomplish in
the coming year during what
may be for many of us, an
uncertain economic time.

During 2008, the Land Trust
preserved almost 445 acres 
of land bringing our total
to nearly 4,000 acres of pro-
tected properties since our
inception in 1993, including
working farmland, ecologi-
cally rich wetlands, old
growth woodland, and scenic
ridgelines.  We closed on our
first conservation easement
in Sullivan County this year,
partnered with Orange
County in preserving two
more working farms, and,
after ten years in the making,
we finally closed on a
conservation easement for
Arrow Park, 80 acres that will
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become a center for healing
supported by The Walt 
Disney Company, with 259
additional acres slated to
become part of Sterling
Forest State Park by the end
of 2008.  We also added an-
other preserve, the 30-acre
Roy Preserve in the Amity
wetlands region of the Town
of Warwick, a donation of
land from the Roy family, for
a total of 9 preserves in the
county that are open to the
public free of charge for 
passive recreation and 
nature study.

In the current economy,
where you give your charita-
ble donations is something
you consider very carefully.
We at the Land Trust under-
stand that every dollar we
receive needs to go further.
We too are cutting costs,
trying to do more with less.
I know in my own life the
organizations and charities
that really matter to me are
like cream that rises to the
top of my list.  I hope that the
Orange County Land Trust
and the work we do for you
and your neighbors will con-
tinue to be something you
care about and will choose to
continue to support this year.

Jim
James Delaune    

Executive Director

I volunteer for the Orange County

Land Trust because I know how 

important open space is to our

well-being.  While many of the

causes of the current ecological 

crisis are beyond our ability as 

individuals to control – such as

global climate change – we as 

citizens are very much in control 

of our local open spaces.  We have

the ability as individuals and as 

community members to decide how

we will develop and protect our land.  To leave something alone is

difficult, but ultimately it is what we, as citizens, must do so that

we can continue to enjoy clean air, water and open space in our

lives.  By bringing people out to the OCLT’s preserves, I hope to

show others how valuable these places are, and to encourage them

to become active in the mission of the land trust.”

~Dr. Jennifer Merriam
SUNY Orange biology professor
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Trust look forward to continuing to partner with County Executive

Diana and the County on future land preservation projects,” 

he added.

Orange County Planning Commissioner David Church, who, along

with his staff, has worked diligently on quality of life planning

issues including open space, stated that “Orange County remains

committed to help save these working farms that are such an 

integral part of both the economy and the natural and agricultural 

heritage of the county.”  To date, the county has protected nearly

2700 acres of farmland under this program, with conservation

easements held on many by the Land Trust.  Since its inception in

1993, the Orange County Land Trust has preserved nearly 4,000

acres in both Orange and Sullivan counties, most through the

voluntary placement of conservation easements.

Continued from page 1

Why I Volunteer for OCLT

Matthew Morreale

Ann Muller

John and Marie Nash

Lyn Nelson

Steven Neuhaus

Frank and Helen O'Donnell

Kevin and Kelly Patton

Emerson and Betsy Pugh

Mr. and Mrs. L. Quirk

Brandon and Laura Rainoff

Robert Rakov

Al and Sue Reichardt

James and Georgia Riley

Ira and Judith Rosner

Klara Sauer

Nicholas and Barabara Scali

John Schofield

Herta Schrom

Robert Shute

Simon Sidamon-Eristoff

Herman Slovitsky 

Norman and Kip Smith

Joan Smith

Fred Smith

Janet and Jerry Sommer

Jerome and Paula Spector

Marjorie Stewart

George and Kathy Stradar

Adrienne and Erich Strehlow

Harry Sweet

Alonso and Judith Taylor

Burton Thelander

Charles and Virginia Tonneson

Ann Vail

Charlene Van Beuren

Rayna Walters

Robert and Valentina Wells

Mary Whitehill

Patricia Ann Winship

Robert Zgonena

Alan Zollner

Heleen and Carl Zuidema

BUSINESSES AND CORPORATIONS
Adams Fairacre Farms

Advance Testing Company

Al Valk's Garage

Alpine Environmental Consultants

Ambac Financial Group, Inc.  

Bell Flavors & Fragrances, Inc.

Catskill Hiking Shack 

Central Hudson Gas & Electric

Coach USA Inc. Northeast Region

Cosimo’s at Woodbury

Cosimo’s on Union 

Daily Bean

Disney Worldwide Outreach

Fellenzer Realty, L.L.C.

First Federal Savings of Middletown 

First Pioneer Farm Credit, ACA

Goodsearch

Graphic Photos 

Hillside Homes and Development Co

Hudson Baylor Corporation 

Hunter Marketing Communications 
International 

IBM Int'l. Foundation Matching 
Grants Program 

Jacobowitz & Gubits, LLP

Keith's Farm

Lehman & Getz  

Midhudsonnews.com

Mid-Hudson Valley Federal 
Credit Union

Nature’s Pantry

Ottaway Newspapers, Inc

PTM Realty Investments 

Rider, Weiner & Frankel, P.C. 

RJ Smith Realty

Rock and Snow, Inc.

Roe's Orchards

Rowley Building Products Corp.

Seely & Durland

Shop Rite 

State Farm Insurance 

Stop & Shop 

Taylor Biomass Energy LLC 

The Exposures Gallery

The Valley Table, Inc. 

Times Herald Record 

Toscani and Sons Gourmet Foods

Tuxedo Park Estates

Valuation Consultants, Inc.

W.F. Benedict & Son, Inc.

Walden Federal Savings and Loan

Walmart Supercenter

West Point Tours, Inc.

FOUNDATIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS
Adirondack Mountain Club, 
Knickerbocker Chapter 

Dow Foundation 

Garden Lovers' Club 

Mary W. Harriman Foundation/ 
Harriman Foundation Group

Hudson Highlands Land Trust 

Land Family Foundation 

Land Trust Alliance

New York/New Jersey Trail 
Conference 

Orange County Bicycle Club 

Orange County Citizens Foundation

Orange County Planning Dept.

Orange County Trust Company

Otisville Grange #1020

Representing Artists

Our beautiful 2009 calendar of Orange
County scenes captured by the award 
winning photography of Sugar Loaf artist 
Nick Zungoli is available for purchase for
$12.95 on our website at oclt.org or by 
calling our office at 343-0840, x 12.  
Makes a great holiday gift!  

Thank you to our sponsors: 
Jacobowitz & Gubits, Taylor Recycling 
and Advance Testing.

Order Your Land Trust ‘09 Calendar
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Town of Wawayanda

Warwick Valley High School

IN-KIND GIFTS AND SERVICES
Arrow Web Design

Atlantic Kayak Tours

Bobolink Farm and Bakeyard

Business Design Solutions

Chester Printing

City of Middletown, IDA

Craig Zandonella

Freedom Air, Inc.

Honorable Jonathan Katz

Jim Ullrich

Jo Hull

John Yrizarry

Ken Mule

Laura Breitman

Martin Irwin

Mike Duffy

Minuteman Press

Nick Zungoli

Orange County Chamber of Commerce

Paul Dolan

Redner's Warehouse

Rider, Weiner & Frankel, P.C.

Rock and Snow, Inc.

Roe's Orchards

Something Sweet Dessert and Café

Taylor Recycling Facility, LLC

GIFTS HONORARIUMS
In Honor of Louis V. Mills
from Fred and Alice Perkins

In honor of Peter and Barbara Regna
from Eric Honor and Maurin Coen 

In honor of Marlena Lange, 
Cathie Swyka, and Laura Brietman
from Betty McClung

In Honor of Marlena Lange 
“Happy Birthday” from Betty McClung

In honor of Peter Garrison
from Bill St. Onge

In honor of Cathie Swyka
“Happy Birthday” from Marlena Lange

GIFT MEMORARIUMS
Gifts were made in memory of Roberta 
(Chee Chee) A. Mills by Fred and Alice    
Perkins; and John Henry Thomas III

In loving memory of Harold Levine
from Donald and Karen Walton

In memory of James K. Harrison
from Mary and Rainey Taylor 
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DID YOU KNOW?
The OCLT has preserved almost 4,000 
acres of land in nearly every town in 
Orange County and one in Sullivan County!

Chester 30 acres of scenic hills
Cornwall 83 acres of farmland
Crawford 167 acres of farmland
Deerpark 142 acres of woodlands, 

wetlands & lands along 
the Shawangunk Ridge

Greenville 132 acres of farmland
Hamptonburgh 215 acres of wetlands  

and meadows
Minisink 258 acres of woodlands 

and farmland
Monroe/Tuxedo 370 acres including 

Arrow Park lands
Montgomery 145 acres of farmland
Mount Hope 93 acres of woodlands, some

along the Shawangunk Ridge
Newburgh 40 acres of apple orchards
New Windsor 20 acres of farmland and 

scenic vistas
Tuxedo 69 acres of woodlands
Wallkill 150 acres of fields and                 

woodlands
Warwick 797 acres of farmland, 

wetlands and scenic hills
Wawayanda 195 acres of fields & farmland
Mamakating 156 acres of old growth 

woodlands adjacent to 
state land



The County of Orange and Orange County

Land Trust have again partnered on two more

land preservation projects.  Two historic

farms in Orange County, totaling over 275

acres, will remain working farmland and

valuable open space forever with funding

from the county’s 2008 Open Space Program

and conservation easements held by the

Land Trust.

Land Protection News

photo left: The Kirby Farm in the Town of Wawayanda:
a protected 110-acre grass fed beef and crop farm

photo top: The Kezialain Farm in the Town of Minisink:
a protected 166-acre organic beef and hay farm

Continued on page 2
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OCLT Receives
Award from FDNY
for Arrow Park
preservation
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Biz at Harness
Racing Museum
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OCLT Launches
2008 Annual
Appeal to Donors
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Protecting your Local Treasures
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COUNTY OPEN SPACE FUNDS 
PRESERVE TWO HISTORIC FARMS
CONSERVATION EASEMENTS 
HELD BY LAND TRUST
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Upcoming Events
OCLT 2009 CALENDAR SALE
See page 2 for details

ONGOING THROUGH 2009
OCLT ANNUAL APPEAL TO DONORS

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2008  5:30-7:30 PM
OCLT HOLIDAY PARTY
THE MILLS HOUSE, 10 MULBERRY ST. MIDDLETOWN, NY

FRIDAY, JUNE 5, 2009
OCLT ANNUAL BENEFIT DINNER & SILENT AUCTION
Place to be determined

For a complete listing of upcoming OCLT outing/events, go to: www.oclt.org

The Kezialain Farm in the Town of

Minisink has been farmed since the

1700’s.  Owned by several generations of

the Lain Family, the family decided to

accept PDR (purchase of development

rights) from the county so its 166 acres

remains farmland, forever restricted from

future development.  The farm currently 

operates as an organic beef and hay farm.

The property abuts the Land Trust’s 89-

acre Laurel Hill Preserve, as well as 

Minisink Town Park, providing contigu-

ous open space for wildlife habitat.  It is

also located along the Tunkamoes Creek

and is within the Wallkill River Watershed.

The 110 acres of the Kirby Farm in the

Town of Wawayanda is the 19th and latest

farm to have its development rights 

purchased through the county Open

Space Program.  Owned and operated by

Les and Tammy Kirby, the farm has been

in the Kirby family since the 1800’s.  The

land had been operated as a dairy farm

for several generations and as a natural

grass-fed beef and crop farm for the last

five years.

“Although the open space program is on

hold until next year, land preservation

continues to be an important issue valued

by our county executive and legislature,”

said Jim Delaune, executive director of the

Land Trust.  “Orange County’s leadership

in this area has been truly visionary and is

viewed as a model for other regions

throughout the country.  We at the Land

The mission of the Orange County Land Trust is to
preserve the fields, forests, wetlands, ridgelines and
river corridors in and around Orange County through
voluntary land conservation

Our Mission




